IN THE SPECIFICATION: 

Please delete paragraphs [0001]-[0003] and replace paragraphs [0004], [0016], 
[0105], [0152], and [0163] with the following: 

[0004] This application is related to the following commonly owned and co-pending 

U.S. patent applications, the disclosures of which are incorporated by reference: 

• U.S. Patent Application No. 09/533,252 titled "Method and System for 
Information Management to Facilitate the Exchange of Ideas During a 
Collaborative Effort," filed March 8, 2000, now U.S. Patent No. 6,253,577, 
issued on July 3, 2001; 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/001,895 titled "Paper-Based 
Interface For Multimedia Information," filed November 19, 2001; 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 1 0/08 1 , 1 29 titled "Multimedia 
Visualization & Integration Environment," filed February 21, 2002; 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/085,569 titled "A Document 
Distribution and Storage System," filed February 26, 2002; 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 1 0/1 74,522 titled "Television-based 
Visualization and Navigation Interface," filed June 17, 2002; 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/175,540 titled "Device For 
Generating A Multimedia Paper Document," filed June 18, 2002;-and 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/307,235 titled "Multimodal 
Access of Meeting Recordings," filed November 29, 2002[[.]]; 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/404,916 titled "Method and 
Apparatus for Composing Multimedia Documents," filed March 31, 2003; 



• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/404,927 titled "Multimedia 
Document Sharing Method and Apparatus," filed March 31, 2003; 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/639.282 titled "Physical Key for 
Accessing a Securely Stored Digital Document," filed August 11, 2003; and 

• Pending U.S. Patent Application No. 10/665,097 titled "Action Stickers 
For Identifying And Processing Stored Documents," filed September 16, 
2003. 

[0016] According to another aspect, the present invention provides an input 

mechanism for accepting and storing annotations provided by a user. As described in related 
applications referenced above, a collection covcrshcct representative of the collection is 
printed on a suitable medium, such as paper for example. According to this aspect of the 
invention, the user can annotate the collection coversheet, for example by writing on it with 
an ordinary pen or pencil. The coversheet (or other piece of paper containing annotations) is 
then scanned, and the user's annotations [[re]]are added to the collection. 
[0105] In one embodiment, the multiple access level techniques described herein are 

combined with secure access techniques described in related U.S. Patent Application No. 

[[ 11 10/639,282 titled "Physical Key for Accessing a Securely Stored Digital 

Document," filed [[ ]] August 11, 2003 , the disclosure of which is incorporated by 

reference. Thus, physical keys can be printed or otherwise generated, wherein each physical 
key contains a collection identifier that identifies an access level. Different physical keys can 
provide different access levels for the same collection 105 or document 104. The physical 
key can then be used to initiate decryption of the referenced document 104 or collection 105, 
and can enforce the specified level of access to the decrypted document 104 or collection 
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105. For add-only access, the physical key can permit encryption of newly added documents 

104 without permitting decryption or reading of the document 104 or collection 105. 
[0152] In one embodiment, the techniques described herein are combined with 
techniques for providing limited permission overview regions as described in related U.S. 

Patent Application No. [[ ]] 10/404,916 titled "Method and Apparatus for 

Composing Multimedia Documents," filed [[ ]] March 31, 2003 , the disclosure of 

which is incorporated by reference. For example, the related application provides additional 
description and Figures depicting collection coversheets having various permission levels. 
One skilled in the art will recognize that the above-described techniques can also be 
combined with other techniques set forth elsewhere in this disclosure and/or in related 
disclosures that are incorporated by reference. 

[0158] Identification Authentication. In one embodiment, a user presenting a 

coversheet 102 is required to verify his or her identity before being permitted to access the 
collection 105. The user that created the coversheet 102 may specify that such authentication 
is required with respect to a particular coversheet 102. Identity authentication can be 
performed by password entry, biometric scan, or other techniques that are well known in the 
art. In addition, such functionality may be combined with the secure decryption key 

techniques described in related U.S. Patent Application No. [[ H lO/639,282 

titled "Physical Key for Accessing a Securely Stored Digital Document," filed 

[[ 11 August 11, 2003 , the disclosure of which is incorporated by reference. 

[0163] If security is desired, such alternative ways of gaining access to a collection 

105 can be restricted to authorized administrators, system operators, and the like. In another 
embodiment, to maximize security, such alternative ways are eliminated, so that coversheet 
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102 is the only way to access a collection 105 or document 104. Additional security can be 
provided by combining aspects of this invention with inventions described in related U.S. 

Patent Application No. [[ 11 10/639,282 titled "Physical Key for Accessing a 

Securely Stored Digital Document," filed [[ II August 11, 2003 , the disclosure of 

which is incorporated by reference. 
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